
MACEDONIA MISSION TRIP
By Emma Griffin

“No problem!” The city-wide mantra the people in 
Macedonia live by, which was made very apparent as our 
time here progressed. The hospitality and willingness to 
serve in this country was very encouraging and eye-
opening to the sometimes lack of acceptance in my own 
life. Each person we met had a different story of how 
they live out the gospel in their life, all very touching to 
experience. Here is a small part of each one. 

Poraka. Means, “message.” On our third day, we began 
to do ministry at a home for mentally disabled adults 
who have nobody to care for them. Most came from an 
institution where they were treated, to put it shortly, 
“null and void.” The trauma these people went through 
before coming to Poraka was unexplainable and the 
spirits they had when we were visiting was inspiring 
to say the least. With a heavy language barrier, the only 
way to communicate with the beneficiaries was through 
activities such as music and games and man did they 
love it. In one bowling game, I think I was given at least 
17 different hugs out of celebration and pure joy. The way 
they care about each other and about others without 
hesitation is the way we should all walk through life. 
A true picture of the gospel: loving each other with no 
bounds and no expectations

Aya Milk. Means, “miracle milk,” which is exactly what 
it is. Wednesday, we had the opportunity to visit Jeff’s 
farm and share a meal with Gozmend, the man who lives 
and works on the farm with his family. The relationships 
formed through their dairy company has allowed them 
to reach so many different types of people in so many 
different walks of life. The people in the ice cream shop 
we visited, who got their milk from aya milk, were so 

excited to see us with Jeff and Alicia because they knew 
they were loved and accepted by these people. “Jeff and 
Alicia, they are like family to me,” Gozmend shared with 
us over the lunch we shared on his patio. Who would’ve 
ever thought something so small and random like a few 
cows and a small building would create a ministry which 
reached so many people. As St. Francis said, “Preach the 
gospel at times and when necessary use words.” In this 
case, no words necessary, only cows.

“I’m Full.” Words I found coming out of my mouth all too 
often on this trip as we spent most of our meals feasting 
on traditional Macedonian food in traditional Macedonian 
style, spending hours at the table bonding over Shopska 
salad. On Thursday, after spending the morning at the 
food bank packing up crates, we traveled to a nearby 
village at the top of the mountain to make deliveries. One 
of the poorest villages in Macedonia with some of the 
happiest faces where most of the people did not know 
when their next meal would be, I felt silly for complaining 
about my full belly. A truly humbling experience, seeing 
these people’s lives compared to mine and how easy it 
is to be ungrateful. My cup is overflowing with blessings 
and I praise the Lord for that. 

Continued on page 7.
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A lot has been going on this summer as we prepare 
for our fall Capital Campaign and the exciting journey 
of transforming our community as well as considering 
the change and blessing which can happen in our lives.  
This Campaign of bringing hope is more than raising 
money, it is about raising God’s children and bringing 
God’s Kingdom.  It is about the heart first and then the 
amount.  It is about “faithraising” – an adventure in both 
grace and giving.  

In order to meet the challenge of reaching our goal of 
$6 million to bring light to downtown and all of God’s 
children, we are putting together a team to lead the 
church.  We have already enlisted a number of people to 
serve on the Campaign Steering Committee.  

A key to success is the enthusiastic participation of 
the membership.  Members of the Steering Committee 
will be calling you to be involved.  You might be asked 
to host a home prayer meeting, offer your home for an 
informational meeting, or serve on a calling team to 
confirm reservations.  Some might be asked to develop 
material for spiritual awareness, help with mailings, or 
plan opportunities for children and youth to discover 
ways they can participate. I pray when you are asked to 
serve, you will enthusiastically say, “I would love to….”   
Some of us might even be asked to give a lead gift, even 
before the church campaign begins. The more you are 
involved, the greater the blessing.  To relive any anxiety, 
you will not be expected to make a request for a financial 
commitment from others.  

For our Campaign to succeed, it must belong to the entire 
congregation.  As a church, we voted by a 95% majority 
to purchase First Christian and to support the vision for 
future ministry and outreach. We stepped out in faith. 
Now it is time for us to know the blessing which comes 
in giving as we move beyond our fears or doubts to make 
this vision a kingdom reality.  

 -
Dr. Phil Christopher

Senior Pastorwords 

FOR THE JOURNEY
Mary and I are taking some time off and have returned 
to the beach.  We have been coming here for twenty-
two years. I don’t fish, snorkel, or ride a jet-ski.  I sit on 
the beach and watch the waves come in. I enjoy seeing 
something move which I do not have to be in charge 
of, motivate, or push. The waves just keep coming and 
coming, over and over again with a God-ordained rhythm.  
I come to the beach to discover a new rhythm and peace 
for my life.

Those waves just don’t happen. The continuous rhythm 
can be traced to the exact position of the moon, 338,857 
miles from earth, and its gravitational pull. If the 
moon was any closer to earth, our beaches would be 
submerged by tidal waves.  If the moon was any farther 
away, our beaches would be garbage dumps. I hear 
Psalm 8 echoing over the waves, “…I think about what 
your fingers have created. I think about the moon and 
stars that you have set in place.”

Here is the connection between the Capital Campaign, 
waves at the beach, and even the uncertainties and 
disappointments of life we face.  I trust God is in control 
and always at work setting His purpose in its place.  I 
trust God’s purpose set on earth to bring light will be 
like the relentless waves which keep on rolling. I pray 
God’s gravitational pull of generosity will take hold of us 
this fall just as God moves the power of the ever-rolling 
waves.

 This Campaign of hope for our community is strategic for 
the future of the church.  No one will pressure or coerce 
you to make a commitment. I pray, like the magnificent 
waves which reveal the holy rhythm of God, you will be 
caught up in the current of being a part of God’s purpose 
in transforming His world.

Let the journey begin,

Phil



It is time once again for the July Flour & Sugar Drive.  The need is 
growing as the strain of meeting the needs of those less fortunate 
increases.  Our goal is 7,800 lbs. of flour and 6,200 lbs. of sugar. The 
funds donated to this drive should be designated for the ABA Social 
Ministries Flour and Sugar Drive.  Donations can be made in Sunday 

school, the church office, or in the boxes located at the church 
entrances. Funds are preferred as they allow purchases to be made 

over the next six months.

The CenturyMen, established in 1969, is an auditioned men’s chorus of professional Christian musicians who are 
music ministers from across the United States. The CenturyMen assemble annually to present concert tours in 
various areas of the United States. Every five years, The CenturyMen make a concert/mission tour abroad. In 2016 the 
group traveled to Cuba for a two-week mission concert tour, breaking new ground singing in both State controlled 
concert venues and many local churches both large and small, all across the island. Other overseas tours have 
included England, Wales, Scotland, Germany, Austria, Turkey, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Switzerland, Israel, Brazil, the 
People’s Republic of China, Russia, Poland, and the Czech Republic. The CenturyMen have produced 13 recordings 
and have been featured on radio programs such as The Baptist Hour, and Sounds of The CenturyMen. NBC Network 
Television has broadcast three CenturyMen programs, Sounds of The CenturyMen, Sunday in Galilee, and China: Walls 
and Bridges (Emmy Award). China Central Television (CCTV) has produced and broadcast throughout the People’s 
Republic of China, a 90-minute special of The CenturyMen in concert performing traditional hymns, spirituals, and 
American folk songs. The CenturyMen appeared as a performing artist in the 1999 Dove Awards telecast and their 
Christmas CD, “Beautiful Star,” was awarded a Grammy 2000 nomination. The CenturyMen’s 2001 East Coast tour 
included appearances at the United States Capitol, Washington DC’s Constitution Hall, and on the CBS Early Show; 
New York City appearances included the historic churches, Abyssinian Baptist Church, and Riverside Church. The 
CenturyMen’s 2002 concert tour included the internationally telecasted Hour of Power from The Crystal Cathedral in 
Garden Grove, California, and the United States Air Force Academy. 



Many of us have discovered The Blessed Life of living 
with generosity, which puts God first. Each month, or 
pay-period, we offer the firstfruits back to God trusting 
the Creator will provide for our every need.  Some of you 
have amazing stories on how God has “Thrown open the 
floodgates of heaven and poured out His blessing.” The 
blessed life of being a 
wise steward of what 
God has entrusted 
to us brings great 
freedom and a way 
for us to have the 
maximum impact for 
the Kingdom with our 
finances.  God has 
provided everything 
the world needs, but 
needs us to get those 
resources to those in 
need. 

Imagine when you 
are confronted with 
a purchasing decision.  Instead of feeling stress about 
your finances – will you have money left at the end of 
the month – your first thought is “Lord, should I buy 
this?” rather than “How can I afford this?”  Imagine such 
a life of peace as you pray about spending priorities.  
As Robert Morris says, “Picture a life when you get to 
bless others and support God’s mission in the world 
through the church whenever the Spirit moves you with 
no worries and minimal stress.” 

This life is living Beyond Blessed. This life is available to 
everyone, regardless of your income. You can have such 
a joyous life. It only requires one thing: consistently 
living within your means and putting first things first. 
Our church is filled with faithful senior adults.  One of 
the many lessons we can learn from their lifestyles is to 
live within our means.

Many would like to live with more generosity and the 
enormous blessing of tithing the first 10% to God, which 
really belongs to Him anyway. Yet, you live in the financial 
stress and bondage of debt. As the Apostle Paul says, 
“For I do not do the good I want to do….”   Most people 
want to give to God, but get in financial binds or buying 
habits which prevent them. We are to be good stewards 

of giving the 10%. We also have been called to be wise 
managers of the 90% and the ways we spend what God 
has given us.

How can we have a life of maximum impact and minimal 
stress?  First, ask for “wisdom.” (Proverbs 3:7) The word 

for this wisdom of 
money management 
is stewardship. As 
Robert Morris says, 
“I am reluctant 
to use the word 
“ s t e w a r d s h i p ” 
because of the way 
the word has lost 
its power to touch 
us.” Stewardship is 
deeper than “giving 
more” or even giving 
to the church.

As Morris says, 
“Stewardship is 

simply about being a wise and skillful steward 
of all of the resources God has placed in our 
hands.” When the word is used in the Bible, it refers to a 
person who is left in charge of another person’s assets 
and is accountable for those assets.  It is to be entrusted.  
Such a concept of stewardship can bring us to our knees 
in humility.  

Stewardship means we are not the owner of whatever 
we have – not a thing, our houses, or even our children.  
The process of wise financial management means to 
settle the ownership issue at the very first. Settling 
the stewardship issue means we ask the fundamental 
question: “Whose am I?” or “To whom do I belong?”  Once 
we settle the fundamental question that we belong 
to God, we realize all of our stuff belongs to Him. The 
pathway to blessing begins when we settle the question 
once and for all that God owns it all.  

As Psalm 24:1 declares: “The earth is the Lord’s, and 
everything in it. The world and all its people belong to 
Him.”  As we have time off this summer, you are invited 
to settle the question of ownership and take the blessed 
journey of stewardship which will increase your impact 
and release you from stress – the Bible tells me so….

MAXIMUM IMPACT MINIMAL STRESS…

Over several decades of working with clients 
and getting them living within their income, I 

have seen their stress level over finances vanish, 
marriages improved, and generally happier 

people. One can’t understand what it feels like 
(peace, the knowledge that God will always 

provide, and joy) until they truly tithe or give 10%, 
which primarily means give to God FIRST, pay 

bills second, love on the excess third.

Paul Schnitman, a church member and 
experienced Financial Planner observes: 



Christmas in July
On Sunday, July 7, we will once again 
have the opportunity to spend some 

quality time with senior adults who are 
homebound or who reside in retirement 
facilities and who have been such a vital 
part of our church. Over the years, these 
special people have given their time and 
talents to the missional enterprises of 

First Baptist Church.

This is one of those special times in our 
church family when you can participate in 
a time to visit and to thank these people 

for their contribution to making First 
Baptist Church of Abilene a great church.

Here is how you can help:

1. Plan to participate in Christmas in July 
on Sunday, July 7

2. After the morning worship service, 
leave through the Welcome Center and 
pick up a gift and a name to visit

3. Take your gift to the person’s 
residence. Have a brief visit with them. 
They will enjoy sitting with you for a 
short visit

4. Leave knowing you have reached out to 
someone in a special way.

Your family will be blessed by this 
investment of your time and your life.

See you Sunday, July 7!

CITY LIGHT CULINARY 
ACADEMY UPDATE
The academy is in phase 2 and learning about product 
and equipment identification, food prep, knife skills, 
culinary math, stock sauces, soup, portioning, entrée 
prep, customer service, choosing to create a new future, 
and goal setting.

Please continue to pray for this ministry!

FIRST FRIENDS PRESCHOOL
- U P D A T E -

In May, Jennifer Woodard resigned as director of 
First Friends Preschool after leading the program for 
the past 6 years.  During that time, the program has 
continued to be one of the finest, if not the best, 
programs in the Big Country.  On Tuesday, we were 
able to complete the process of hiring a new director.  
Christy Biebighauser will assume the director duties 
in August and will work with Jennifer this summer 
getting ready for the transition.  

Christy has been on staff at First Friends for the 
past 4 years and comes with a wealth of ministry 
experience.  She has served as an interim youth 
minister, summer missionary, two-year journeyman 
missionary to Guatemala, as well as being the 
program coordinator of CASA and director of Virginia’s 
House in Graham.  Christy has a BA in Graphic Design 
from Hardin-Simmons and Masters of Arts from 
Logsdon Seminary.  She and her husband, Lon who 
is an Executive Vice President, Abilene with First 
Financial Bank in the trust and wealth management 
division, have two children.  We welcome Christy to 
the staff and look forward to her gifts being utilized 
in this new role.  



MACEDONIA 
MISSION TRIP

by Betty Coffey, Susan Pigeon, and Kathy Shackelford

That first night at Hotel Vergina, as we anticipated what the next week would bring, we looked out over the balcony 
and spotted a massive cross on the mountain aglow with lights.  What a reminder that God was with us.  Jesus is 
everywhere.  The cross was built to commemorate Paul’s journey to tell the gospel in Macedonia.  We were there 
to support and encourage our missionaries, Jeff and Alicia Lee, as they go about God’s work each day, forming 
relationships with Macedonians, Muslims, and Albanians.  We were there to be the presence of Christ in Poraka 
(home for adults with disabilities), witness firsthand the development of a dairy farm, deliver food to a small Albanian 
village, and see the orphanage named Emmanuel.  

Our first stop was to visit Poraka.  The “beneficiaries”/residents, of Poraka were a delight to be with for two days.  
They were full of joy and song.  We painted rocks, had activities with a parachute outside, and our team played songs 
on the autoharps (which were left there for them to enjoy).  As the harpists played “Alleluia,” two of the people clasped 
hands over their head and sung at the top of their lungs in Macedonian.  The Holy Spirit was present indeed.  One of 
the men who touched our hearts was in his 60’s. He had spent most of his life in a mental institution where there 
was a lack of care, abuse, filth, and neglect.  Upon arriving at Poraka he said, “God set me free, and I’m alive now.” 

Our next stop was at the farm in Tetevo where we saw Aya (miracle) Milk in action. We got to see the cows out in 
the field and witnessed a farm to home delivery system.  A new building is under construction which will help in 
the production of cottage cheese, cheese, butter, and sour cream.  Not only that, but it will also provide jobs and 
opportunities for local residents families for years to come.  

After that, we went to the food bank where we packed crates with enough food to feed a family for two weeks.  We 
delivered these crates to a small village outside of Skopje.  The little children received this food with big smiles, and 
scampered up the trail to give to their parents.  

Our last ministry stop was the orphanage, foster home, named Emmanuel.  Natalia, a 27-year-old woman, who 
envisioned, saved, and built a wonderful home to take care of children until they could be adopted, or go out on their 
own.  She only has four children at this time, but each is taken care of in a loving way.  They are polite, disciplined, 
and a joy to be with.  We helped her host a neighborhood party where we painted rocks, played games, cooked hot 
dogs, and built relationships.  

We would like to thank FBC for their prayers and support as we got to see firsthand and be part of building relationships 
and sharing Jesus’ compassion with others around the world.  We would also like to thank our host missionaries, Jeff 
and Alicia Lee along with their son, Ethan.  They chauffeured us around for a week, made reservations for delicious 
cultural meals, let us participate hands on with the different groups, and showed us all the beautiful places which 
are part of Skopje.  They have developed lasting relationships and exhibit Christ’s love to many.  They are being the 
hands and feet of Christ to those who are hungry and displaced.

To God be the glory…. Great things He is doing!

ACTING IN 

love



Continued from page 1.

“I surrender.” Our final day 
in Macedonia was spent at 
Emmanuel House, a home 
for foster children started 
by a 27-year-old girl named 
Natalia. We had the privilege 
of spending the day with 
Natalia and her kids, hearing 
about how her vision came to 
life by the grace of God. She 
was telling us her story and 
how she kept dismissing the 
visions from the Lord about 
this house and His call to her 
to care for these children. 
Finally, she explained she gave 
in and said “I surrender” and 
how everything after that was 
open doors and smooth sailing, 
proving she was following what 
the Lord wanted for her life. 
She explained to us she “feared 
God,” but in the right way.  She 
knew God would provide for 
her, even after she spent all 
those years dismissing His call 
to her. I began to ask myself, 
what am I dismissing? How can 
I surrender myself to God? 

These are all just small stories 
creating the bigger picture 
the Lord put on my heart 
on this trip, which was how 
community and relationships 
with other people can be one 
of the biggest opportunities 
to preach the gospel. I am so 
grateful for this church and the 
opportunity I had to go on this 
mission trip, and even more 
grateful for the way the Lord 
worked in my life and allowed 
me the opportunity to share it 
with others. 



1333 North 3rd, Abilene, TX 79601
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325-673-5031

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
June 2019

Budget June  Year-to-Date
Required $259,058 $1,662,063
Given  $267,944 $1,716,248

God continues to bless our faithfulness through 
the tithes and offerings given to His Kingdom 
work.

STAFF ANNIVERSARIES

EVENT CALENDAR:
JULY
7 Christmas in July
 Real Talk (H.S. Students)

8 Youth Six Flags Trip

9 Rockin’ Moms

10 The Wednesday Thing
 Summer Fun Night @ FLC
 Buildings & Grounds Committee
 Youth Worship Night

13 Kids Fun Day @ Primetime

14-20 McAllen Family Mission Trip (Team 1)

16 Finance Committee
 Deacons’ Meeting

17 Summer Fun Night @ FLC
 The Wednesday Thing

18 Healing Hearts Meeting

20-27 McAllen Family Mission Trip (Team 2)

21 Lord’s Supper

23 Centurymen Concert

24 Summer Fun Night @ FLC
 The Wednesday Thing
 Youth Worship Night

28 Capital Campaign Steering Committee

29-8/1 Children’s Camp

31 Summer Fun Night @ FLC
 The Wednesday Thing
 Hospital Visitation Team

July 7, 6 years
Debbie McClarty

Children’s Choir Coordinator

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 
ABILENE, TX
https://www.facebook.com/ 
FirstBaptistChurchAbileneTx/

#fbcabilene
https://www.instagram.com/fbcabilene/

@fbcabilene
https://twitter.com/fbcabilene
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