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A PRAYER FOR OUR NATION AND HEALING
we are on Your side. May we pray the words of Lincoln 
in this election, “malice toward none and charity for all.” 
Help us to know that in this free land of democracy and 
the privilege to vote, we all are winners.

O God, we ask that we might be agents of Your peace and 
reconciliation who bind up the wounds to make us the 
UNITED States of America.  Help us to become color blind 
to red and blue, so we will start seeing through Your 
eyes that we are all children of God. Help us not to put 
people into categories of being liberal or conservative, 
but loving and crucified with Christ. 

In these times, give us a spirit of hope and not of fear in 
the future. May we trust that on November 4 you will still 
be God in whom our future and times are in Your hands.  
Give us the confidence to trust You will be on the throne 
and nothing...nothing can separate us from the love and 
purpose of God.  AMEN

A Following Prayer

Early on the morning of Thursday, January 27, 1949, Peter 
died, but he had already prepared his prayer for the 
Senate which was read that day on his untimely death....

Deliver us, our Father, from futile hopes and from 
clinging to lost causes, that we may move into ever-
growing calm and ever-widening horizons.  Where we 
cannot convince, let us be willing to persuade, for small 
deeds done are better than great deeds planned.  We 
know that we cannot do everything. But help us to do 
something. For Jesus’ sake. AMEN.

The petitions of this prayer come from Dr. Christopher, 
combined from prayers of Dr. Peter Marshall who served 
as Chaplain of the U.S. Senate from 1947- 1949 when he 
died suddenly from a heart attack at the age of 46.

O gracious God, in these desperate times of decision 
and division we need Thee, “Oh How We Need Thee.” We 
pray for this land which has been a light for liberty to 
the nations.  We trust You will not abandon us in this 
hour and that You will work Your good in all things. O 
God, protect us from hopelessness so we will pray with 
conviction “Thy Kingdom come” and come it will...no 
matter the darkness, discord, or decision of any election.

Remind us Lord, You are our strength and ever-present 
help in trouble. Even though we are faced with such 
uncertainty, from the peril of COVID-19 to the conflict 
between brothers and sisters, help us to be still and 
know You are God.  We ask that instead of posting what 
we think; we humbly go to our knees and ask what you 
think.  Help us to live out Your words so people will know 
we are Your followers by how we love each other, even 
with those whom we may disagree.   

We have fought and won wars against aggression on the 
fields of battle, liberating oppression, but we confess 
strangely, we cannot work together as a nation to unify 
us.  O God, we need Thee. We ask that you silence the 
postings of hostility and hate so we might hear your 
Word which calls us to be imitators of God. Help us to 
have the mind and attitude of Christ in all that we do.

Gracious God, we ask that we will not gloat by who wins 
the election, but like Abraham Lincoln during those dark 
days of the Civil War, we will be more concerned that 



 -
Dr. Phil Christopher

Senior Pastorwords 

FOR THE JOURNEY
The Christian writer, Henri Nouwen, was speaking one 
day in Canada.  He learned that the booksellers had sold 
all of their copies of his latest book. After his message, he 
set out to the nearest bookstore to purchase more copies.  
As he was walking to his car, Henri was approached by 
a casually dressed young man who requested money to 
get home to France.  Just like Henri, he said, “Jump in the 
car and come with me. Tell me 
about yourself.”

The young man shared his story. 
His attempt to secure a hoped-
for position in Canada had not 
worked out.  The young man 
had in hand a return ticket for 
his flight back to Paris that 
evening, but he didn’t have 
enough money to get from Paris 
to his hometown in the south of 
France.

After Henri completed his 
purchase of extra books, the 
two returned to the conference 
center. As they were parting, 
Henri gave the young man two hundred dollars and 
asked him to send news upon his safe arrival and plans 
for the future.  

Later that day, following Henri’s lectures, the booksellers 
handed him an envelope in gratitude for his kindness to 
them and their stores. Opening the card, Henri found a 
thank-you note and a check for two hundred dollars. It 
was not for the sales, but a gift of gratitude.

Now, if you think...why didn’t the young man plan better, 
you miss the point of Henri’s gracious act.  If you think 
this story is about the prosperity gospel, please read on 
and look deeper or inside.  Generosity begets generosity. 
It isn’t a calculated transaction. Generosity isn’t about a 
full bank account, but a full life.  In the Bible, the kingdom 

of God is about generosity. Henri’s generosity grew out 
of setting his heart on the kingdom as he made the Spirit 
of Jesus the center of all he thought, said, or did.

I want to invite you into the journey of a lifetime...a 
journey of generosity.  I have the great opportunity to 
invite you into kingdom living as you experience the 

generosity of giving.  As the 
Apostle Paul said, “You will be 
enriched in every way for your 
generosity.” (2 Cor. 9:11)  Even 
in these challenging times, 
you have a “continental divide 
moment” which can change 
your life in relationship to all of 
your resources – and especially 
with Christ.   Paul said, “Make 
love your aim.” (1 Cor. 14:1)  In 
Bread for the Journey, Nouwen 
says, “God will make our love 
fruitful, whether we see that 
fruitfulness or not.” Nouwen 
believes even seemingly small 
acts of  generosity grow into 
something beyond what we 

could imagine, like in the parable of the mustard seed.

I am inviting each of us to look at our giving. I’m not 
begging or pleading for money.  I’m very concerned about 
our spiritual health.  The transformed follower of Jesus 
sees, hears, and understands giving with a divine eye, a 
divine ear, and a divine heart. Proverbs 11:28 says “Those 
who trust in their riches will wither, but the righteous 
will flourish like green leaves.”  My heart’s desire is for 
you to flourish like green leaves even during droughts, 
winter, or pandemics and know the life-giving blessing 
of generosity.

I realize a discussion about money makes us anxious 
and very  defensive. Easier to talk about sex or politics.  
The reason discussions about money are taboo is that 

““THE SPIRIT OF
LOVE SAYS: 

Don’t be afraid 
to let go of your

need to control....
  -Henri Nouwen



money has something to do with our fears, hearts, and our very security – it lets us into the privacy of our souls.  
Nouwen says in his book, Here and Now, “The Spirit of Love says: Don’t be afraid to let go of your need to control....”  
Nouwen writes, “Jesus knows our need for security.  Our Lord is so concerned about our deep need for security, 
He doesn’t want us to misplace our trust in the things that will never provide it.”  So Jesus said, “Don’t store up 
treasures on earth or just get by... For wherever your treasure is, there will be your heart.” (Matt. 6:19-21)  

When you give to God through the ministry budget, besides becoming more like Jesus, you are creating a new 
community of God’s Kingdom.  In our mission statement of reaching people for Jesus Christ, we are doing exactly 
what followers of Jesus do – they give to fulfill that mission.

These have been difficult times, from the pandemic to our divided country.  Our vision is to make a difference through 
the ministries of our church. And we are...You will help make “The kingdom of the world the Kingdom of our Lord and 
He will rule forever.”  You will also be set free to have a glimpse of the face of God which comes through generosity.

Try it and find what God does,
Phil  

“For where two or three are gathered 
in my name, there am I among them.” 

-Matthew 18:20 
 

As our youth group has resumed over 
these past weeks, I remember how 

thankful I am to worship God with fellow 
Christians. We as people were made to 

be together to socialize: sharing our 
concerns, praises, and adventures of 
daily life. And now we are back on the 
youth floor, I realize how much I have 

missed being with Christians like me. My 
grandfather has said that those who do 
the best in this life believe in God and 

are connected with other believers in the 
church. After being gone from the youth 
group for six months, I completely agree! 

                                                                                                                
Laura Preston 

9th grade

I have had the pleasure of being a part of the First 
Baptist Church Youth Ministry for 7 years now. Every 
year I’ve been here, I know I have a functional support 
system to get me through whatever is happening in my 
life. One of my favorite parts of our youth ministry is 
the group’s willingness to listen. Our youth ministry is 
hungry for student involvement, input, and questions.  
 
I am a member of the youth praise band, and at the 
beginning of this year our youth minister, Austen 
Winfrey, had a meeting with the band members to 
get our input on what we could improve on and ideas 
we have for this year. I am aware that not all youth 
leaders care to get the input of their students. We are 
so fortunate to have a ministry which teaches us the 
importance of all of our voices and questions in the 
church.  
                                                                                 

Melia Messer 
12th grade

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, it is good to listen to other people's stories of 
gratefulness. Here is what some of our students in the Youth Ministry have 

been reflecting on during this time. I am thankful for their witness and 
getting the chance to serve with them here at First Baptist Church, Abilene. 

Grace and Peace,
Austen Winfrey

Thanksgiving     

thoughts



NOVEMBER 
THROUGH THE EYES OF COVID-19

Seems we start most topics of discussion with the phrase “because of the virus 
we have to do….” COVID-19 has changed all of our lives and has forced us to 

attempt to do many of our traditional things in a new and different way.  As we 
look towards the month of November and some of our traditions, we wanted to 

share some of  our plans.

Not technically in November, but really, really close is our annual Trunk or Treat 
celebration. This year, we will have a “drive-thru” celebration on October 31 

from 4-5 p.m. in the south parking lot of the church. This will allow us to have 
an opportunity for our children to come and have some fun, but to do so with 

distancing and hands-free protocols in place.

One of the traditional events we have always had in November is our Annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner.  However, to have the dinner and do so safely is just not 

really feasible this year.  So, we will not be having the Thanksgiving Dinner at the 
Expo Center, but we will attempt to have a meal “together.” 

The past two years, we have had a night when we share some hot chocolate and 
cookies and light the church for Christmas. So, this year we are going to combine 
the lighting of the church with a hamburger dinner at the church.  Our plan is to 
light the church on Sunday evening, November 29 at 6 p.m. Starting at 5:30 p.m. 
we will have a drive thru set up to hand out a complete hamburger dinner to all 

of the folks in each car that comes.  After picking up the meals, we will help folks 
park in the north parking lot or if weather permits, we will have tables available 

for people to sit and eat their meal. Of course, to be able to plan for this event, 
reservations will be needed, so be looking for more information about when and 

how to reserve your meals.  We also plan to have a brief service in conjunction 
with the meal and lighting complete with music and a devotional thought by Dr. 
Christopher.  Then, we will have tickets available for the Winter Lightfest where 

you can go and walk through the amazing light displays.

Operation Christmas Child will still take place, but with some safety protocols 
in place.  The collection week is November 16-23 and boxes are available in the 

Welcome Center at the church.

Advent plans are in the works and more information about December will be 
in the next edition of First Words.  Sunday school is back with most classes 
meeting both in-person and by zoom.  Morning worship continues with 200+ 

coming each week and of course we are still on TV and stream each week.  
Ministry continues and God is Good!



This month, we are honoring the people of First Baptist who have been members for fifty 
years or more.  Added to the list this year are those who joined in 1970.  In years past, we 
have honored these in a Sunday morning worship service and the list is distributed as an 
insert in the worship folder.  This year, the list is included here in First Words.  Paul, in 1 
Thessalonians 5:12, reminds us to “acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care 
for you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because 
of their work.”  Certainly, we are grateful to you who have taught our children, served as 
deacons, prepared meals, visited the sick, and generally done the good work of God’s people 
in the world.  You are precious to us and we love you.

In addition to the 50-Year Members, we thought it important to 
remember those who have been on this list, but have 
gone to be with the Lord in the past year.  

HONORING OUR
50-Year Members

Mrs. Peggy Sturrock 

Mr. Jimmy Tatum 

Mrs. Madeline Baldwin 

Mrs. Ludell Cox 

Mrs. Donna Yarbro 

Mrs. Frances Zuber 

Mrs. Marian Farmer 

Mr. Lonnie Boggs 

Mrs. Martha Boggs

Mr. Dean Henninger

Mrs. Mary Wright



50+ FBC MEMBERS 2020
NAME YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP

Mrs. Carol Newberry 1942-52; 09/03/67
Mrs. Betty Crowe 1944-52; 1953-56; 03/13/1960
Mr. Glenn Tallant 10/01/1944
Mrs. Gayle Gray 1946-55; 06/21/59
Mrs. Gaye Newton 1948-55; 1956-60; 06/30/68
Mrs. Nancy Tallant 05/20/1951
Mrs. Virginia Hardy 10/28/1951
Mr. Bob Cluck 1951-1961; 1971
Mr. Mickey Gilbreth 03/30/1952
Mrs. Sue White 05/18/1952
Mrs. Molly Haynes 08/17/1952
Mr. Byron Penrod 10/18/1953
Mrs. Chris Bradshaw 08/01/1954
Mrs. Dorothy Blakeney 12/26/1954
Ms. Judy Andree 03/06/1955
Mr. W.  P. Wright, Jr. 07/03/1955
Mrs. Grace Keith 09/04/1955
Mr. Duncan Boyer 10/30/1955
Mrs. Era Jo Lester 02/26/1956
Mr. Jack Chisholm, Jr. 08/26/1956
Mrs. Pat Wicker 10/14/1956
Mrs. Sandra Haynes 05/05/1957
Mrs. Cindy Parker 1957-74; 1983
Mr. Winston Gann 09/08/1957
Mrs. Lee Nell Gann 09/08/1957
Mrs. Karin Richardson 1957-67; 1968-73; 08/15/1982
Mrs. Pam Nicholas 03/30/1958
Mrs. Wanda Sumner 1958-72; 1982
Mr. Dudley Longacre 11/23/1958
Mr. Boyd Rogers 11/23/1958
Mr. Nelson Quinn 03/22/1959
Mrs. Sonya Quinn 04/12/1959
Mr. Larry Robertson 04/19/1959
Dr. George Dawson 05/10/1959
Mrs. Dorthy Dawson 05/10/1959
Mr. Dub Pierce 06/07/1959
Mrs. Betsy Pierce 1948-59; 06/07/59
Dr. Robert Lockhart 1959-61; 7/18/65
Mrs. Louise Lockhart 1959-61; 7/18/65
Miss Rose Williams 09/06/1959
Mr. Glynn (L.R.) Ray 10/04/1959
Mrs. Joyce Daffern 02/21/1960
Mrs. Linda Burfield 05/08/1960
Mr. Joe Antilley 06/09/1960
Mrs. Kay Rita Broyles 10/05/1960
Mr. Dorman Farmer 10/09/1960
Mrs. Sue Edwards 10/30/1960

NAME YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP

Mr. George Chisholm 04/16/1961
Mr. James Gilliam 08/20/1961
Mrs. Lorene Springer 01/07/1962
Mr. Charlie Black 01/21/1962
Mrs. Jacinda Dieken 1962-1974; 1979
Mrs. Virginia Holley 07/28/1963
Mrs. Fran Hodges 12/08/1963
Mrs. Bettie Sylvanus 01/19/1964
Mr. Lee Caldwell 03/22/1964
Mr. Kelly Kinard 05/03/1964
Mrs. Terri Kinard 05/10/1964
Mr. Roy A. Jones, II 06/14/1964
Mr. Ralph Long 06/21/1964
Dr. Bill Haynes 11/08/1964
Mrs. Pansy Webb 06/13/1965
Mr. Dan Smith 07/04/1965
Mrs. Jo Smith 07/18/1965
Mrs. Jo Dooley 10/31/1965
Mr. Gerald Lewis 03/13/1966
Mrs. Peggy Lewis 03/13/1966
Mrs. Jenny Hicks 07/07/1966
Mrs. Joanne Williams 08/21/1966
Mrs. Christy Robertson 09/11/1966
Mrs. Mary Wilson 11/27/1966
Mrs. Jane Jones 08/06/1967
Mrs. Ruth Caldwell 09/24/1967
Mr. Don Seamster 10/15/1967
Mrs. Sondra Seamster 10/15/1967
Mrs. Nancy Ellis 10/29/1967
Mr. Lynn Ingalsbe 01/07/1968
Mrs. Dottie Ingalsbe 01/07/1968
Mr. Brad Helbert 03/17/1968
Mrs. Diane Robinson 05/19/1968
Dr. Delores Washburn 06/23/1968
Mrs. Susan Bacon 07/28/1968
Mr. Jerry Matthews 12/23/1968
Mrs. Tamela Henington 04/27/1969
Mrs. Carlene Spicer 08/10/1969
Mr. Bennie Sayger, Jr. 11/09/1969
Miss Janet Hardy 02/01/1970
Mrs. Gay Cross 06/14/1970
Mr. Jerry Carter 08/23/1970
Mrs. Nell Carter 08/23/1970
Mr. Sam Simpson 08/23/1970
Mr. Leroy Bolt 12/06/1970
Mr. Pat Murphy 12/06/1970



OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
For over ten years now, as a church, we have participated in Operation Christmas Child.  Operation Christmas 
Child, or OCC, is led by Franklin Graham, son of Billy Graham and has as its purpose the desire to give children 
across the world a Christmas present along with a Gospel tract.  Literally millions of shoeboxes have been filled 
and delivered over the past years.

First Baptist Church will continue as the central drop off.  Being the central drop off means that we will not only 
collect our own boxes, but we will collect boxes for all the towns within about 100 miles like Snyder, Coleman, 
Sweetwater, and Albany just to name a few. 

The week of November 16-23 is known as collection week in OCC terminology.  Here at First Baptist it means we 
will have our collection center open every day during that time frame.  The hours vary some, but each day we 
will have someone here to collect the shoeboxes that come in.  After the boxes come in, they will all be put into 
larger shipping cartons and then finally loaded on to a semi-trailer to be shipped to the sorting center in Dallas.  

Once again this year, we will need people to volunteer at University Place, however due to COVID-19, this will be 
done differently.  Using new protocols established by Christmas Child leadership, volunteers will still be needed 
to greet and collect shoeboxes from folks in our community who want to participate, help crate up all of the 
collected shoeboxes and prepare them for shipping, and finally anyone able to lift 80 lb. cartons to help load all 
of the crates into the trailer for final shipping.

Of course, we are going to participate in the actual filling of shoeboxes and in fact we already have some of the 
OCC shoeboxes available for you to take.  Look on the OCC table located in the Welcome Center for supplies and 
for sign-up sheets for hours you might could come and volunteer to work the collection center.

Hopefully this year will be a record year for us as a church in the number of boxes that we fill, but I know it will 
be a great year as we have the opportunity to serve as the collection center.  If you have other questions about 
OCC and your involvement, let Debra or Mike know and we will gladly fill you in on how you can help.  You can 
call or email either of us at:  325-675-8116 or debra.clemmer@fbcabilene.org or mike.greenfield@fbcabilene.org. 

mailto:debra.clemmer%40fbcabilene.org?subject=
mailto:mike.greenfield%40fbcabilene.org?subject=


ACTING IN 

love
CITY LIGHT

CHRISTMAS STORE 2020
Once again, our church has the opportunity to provide Christmas assistance to families 
who would prefer to provide for themselves at Christmas rather than receive presents 

from a stranger or stand in the line for a giveaway, but they are unable to do so.

We want to encourage families at Martinez Elementary, GLO Daycare, and 
City Light this holiday season with our City Light Christmas Store!

The store will be open by appointment only on December 1, 2, and 3 and then again 
December 8, 9, and 10.  Donated toys will be priced at 10 to 15 percent of the retail 

price. It is a great joy to be able to help these families!

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP:

1. Purchase a toy or toys and drop them off at the church office by 
Monday, November 30 or donate money and we will be happy to 
purchase tax free the toy on your behalf. If you donate money, please 
mark your donation as “Christmas Store.”  You can also purchase toys 
on Amazon.com using this link, https://a.co/5amlsH which would also 
be tax free and delivered to the church.

2. Volunteer your time. We will need a few 
volunteers to help set up toys and help 
each day while the families shop. 
If you would like to help, contact 
Melinda in the Missions’ Office 
at 325-675-8112 or 
melinda.norris@fbcabilene.org.

http://Amazon.com
https://a.co/5amlsH
mailto:melinda.norris%40fbcabilene.org?subject=


FBC UNIFIED MISSIONS OFFERING
We know this year has been different than any other and we have all had different challenges than previous 
years.  Please continue to pray about how you can be involved in reaching our FBC Unified Missions Offering 

goal of $80,000.  These offerings bring together seven different mission offerings which literally reach 
around the world! We have met $16,258 of the $80,000 goal to date.  Below you will see where the money 

goes and the people it helps.  If you have any questions regarding the Unified Mission Offering, please 
contact the Missions’ Office at 325-675-8112.

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Global Missions - 50%
Promotes leadership, ministry, and development of the local church among the least evangelized. Provides 
Bible translations and digital resources to reach international refugees, immigrants, and students. Seeks 
justice/reconciliation for the most marginalized and works to end extreme poverty through development and 
transforming communities to restore natural environments.

BGCT World Hunger - 15%
Supports projects across the world which feed the hungry and help the hungry help themselves in the 
context of holistic Christian ministry.
 
Community Transformation - 12%
Provides resources for responding to specific ministry opportunities and needs right here in Abilene. These 
resources help to transform families, neighborhoods, and ministry partners within the Big Country. 
 
Baptist World Aid - 10%
The compassionate arm of the Baptist World Alliance provides help for persons in need globally through 
disaster relief, alleviation of hunger, medical assistance to those affected by HIV/AIDS, and community 
development. 
 
Mary Hill Davis Offering for Texas Missions - 7%
Designed by Women’s Missionary Union of Texas, this offering provides funding for the Texas Baptists’ 
missionaries including: language ministries, work with international students, camp scholarships, African-
American ministries, church ministries, bi-vocational/smaller church ministries, and associational missions. 
 
 
BGCT Disaster Relief - 3%
Serves as an information network working directly with Baptist churches and associations to assess needs, 
disburse resources for those affected by disaster, and facilitate connections with Baptist Partners.
 
Lawrence Trott Offering for Associational Missions - 3%
Provides support for the Abilene Baptist Association including: Hope Camp for at-risk teens, Social Ministries 
- food and clothing for the needy, Hospitality House - lodging for families of incarcerated loved ones, 
strengthening churches, Big Country Baptist Assembly, and Christian Women’s Job Corps.  



1333 North 3rd, Abilene, TX 79601
fbc@fbcabilene.org | www.fbcabilene.org

325-673-5031

STAFF ANNIVERSARIES
November 5, 2 years

David Curry
Ministry Assistant for Finance

November 22, 27 years
Marilyn Henderson
GLO Ministry Assistant

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
October 2020

Budget October Year-to-Date
Required $ 272,878  $ 2,718,407
Given  $ 234,799  $ 2,480,114

God continues to bless our faithfulness 
through the tithes and offerings given to His 
Kingdom work.

VOLUNTEER
 OPPORTUNITY!

Have you been looking for a way to get more 
involved in the community? 

We will be training lay case managers to 
walk alongside our neighbors as a support 

and advocate and to share hope with 
those experiencing crisis.

If you would be 
interested in finding 
out more, contact the 

Missions’ Office at 
325-675-8112.

LOOKING AHEAD...
OCTOBER      

 31 Drive Thru Trunk or Treat

NOVEMBER  

 11 Constitution Changes Discussion 
 
 15 Vote on Changes to Constitution

 16-23 Operation Christmas Child Collection

 26-27 Church Offices Closed–Thanksgiving

 29 Lighting of the Church with meal

DECEMBER 

 5 Philharmonic Concert-Sanctuary

 6 Parade of Flags COVID-19 Edition

 24 Family Christmas Eve Service 
  6 p.m. no Communion

  Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
  11 p.m. Communion served

 24-25 Church Office Closed–Christmas

mailto:fbc%40fbcabilene.org?subject=
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